One  Hundred  Tears  Ago,  On  March 
4,  1839,  The  Illinois  Legislature  Met 
For  The  Last  Time  In  V andalia  Illinois. 
Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member  Of 
That  Body. 
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ARCH  4,  1839  was  an 
eventful  but  not  a  happy 
day  in  the  annals  of  Van- 


dalia,  Illinois,  for  on  that  day  the  Illinois 
Legislature  adjourned,  never  again  to  meet 
in  Vandalia. 
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In  1820  die  capital  of  Illinois  had  been 
removed  from  Kaskaskia  to  an  uninhabited 
spot  on  the  Kaskaskia  River  which  was 
named  Vandalia.  Since  the  state  owned 
the  entire  site,  it  was  thought  that  a  large 
profit  would  be  made  from  the  sale  of 
town  lots.  As  the  years  passed,  population 
increased  but  slowly  and  Vandalia  gained  a 
reputation  for  unhealthiness.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  agitation  for  the  removal  of  the  state 
capital  was  already  under  way  in  the  early 
thirties. 
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The  Legislature  of  1832-33  seriously  con¬ 
sidered  the  question  and  enacted  that  at 
the  next  election,  a  popular  vote  on  the 
matter  should  be  taken.  Six  places  were 
nominated:  Alton,  Jacksonville,  Peoria, 
Vandalia,  Springfield  and  an  undetermined 
and  uninhabited  site  called  the  Geographi¬ 
cal  Center.  In  the  election,  Alton,  Van¬ 
dalia  and  Springfield  led  in  that  order, 
but  the  vote  was  so  close  that  few  accepted 
the  result  as  final. 
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In  the  election  of  1836,  Sangamon 
County,  of  which  Springfield  was  the  seat, 
electea  nine  members  to  the  legislature. 


This  delegation  was  remarkable  by  virtue 
of  the  fact  that  all  members  were  six  feet 
tall  or  taller.  They  were  dubbed,  the  Long 
Nine,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  tallest  of 
the  group  assumed  leadership  over  the 
delegation  with  the  single  purpose  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  capital  removed  to  Springfield.  By 
a  series  of  adroit  political  swaps  and  deals 
he  achieved  his  purpose  on  February  28, 
1837,  when  the  Legislature  named  Spring- 
field  the  new  capital.  Some  six  weeks 
later,  satisfied  that  the  choice  was  a  per¬ 
manent  and  judicious  one,  Lincoln  packed 
up  his  few  belongings,  said  good-bye  to 
New  Salem  friends  and  moved  to  Spring- 
field.  By  1839  the  removal  of  the  capital 
was  affected,  and  as  Lincoln  left  Vanaalia 
on  that  memorable  day  one  hundred  years 
ago,  we  may  be  sure  that  he  felt  none  of 
the  sadness  and  chagrin  experienced  by  the 
local  natives.  As  he  turned  his  steps  north¬ 
ward  to  Springfield  he  must  have  felt  a 
genuine  pride  in  the  fact  that  he,  more 
than  any  other  person,  was  responsible  for 
the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Springfield. 
The  close  proximity  of  the  capital  to  his 
home  was  to  prove  a  political  boon  to  him, 
for  in  Springfield,  close  to  the  nub  of 
things  politic,  he  was  to  be  among  the 
leaders  the  rest  of  his  resident  life. 
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The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  the  Old  State 
House  at  Vandalia,  now  jealously  preserved  by  the 
State  of  Illinois.  It  was  in  this  building  that  the 
Legislature  met.  Prepared  by  the  Poor  Richard  Press. 
505}  Montana  Street.  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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The  Poor  Richard  Press  is  sponsoring,  a  series  of 
cachets  commemorating  important  episodes  in  the  Life 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Washington  and  Old  Iron¬ 
sides  cachets  some  years  ago  endeared  themselves  to 
collectors  because  of  their  strong  historic  appeal  The 
Washington  Bi-Centennial  Year  and  the  Tour  of  Old 
Ironsides  made  those  cachets  possible.  One  hundred 
years  ago  Abraham  Lincoln  was  beginning  to  leave 
his  influential  mark  upon  the  history  of  his  adopted 
state.  The  time  is  now  ripe  for  the  commemoration  of 
these  many  and  interesting  events.  Though  some  of 
these  events  may  seem  trivial  to  the  casual  observer, 
they  were  in  fact  as  important  to  Lincoln  as  were 
many  of  the  early  campaigns  and  battles  of  Washing¬ 
ton.  It  is  not  intended  to  observe  events  promiscu¬ 
ously,  but  every  event  to  be  noted  will  be  carefully 
weighed  for  its  importance  and  influence  upon  Lin¬ 
coln’s  life.  It  is  hoped  that  this  series  will  lack  nothing 
that  the  Washington  Bi-Centennial  and  Old  Ironsides 
series  gained  some  six  and  seven  years  ago. 

The  cachets  for  this  series  are  being  designed  by 
a  competent  commercial  artist  and  will  depict  histori¬ 
cal  landmarks  and  buildings  intimately  associated  with 
the  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  They  will  be  reproduc¬ 
ed  in  four  colors  of  ink  on  an  excellent  grade  of  bond 
envelope.  Inclosures  will  take  the  form  of  a  standard 
size  booklet,  beautifully  printed  and  explaining  in  his¬ 


toric  detail  the  significance  of  the  event  with  which  it 
will  be  issued.  In  addition  to  the  book  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  sponsor  to  inclose  something  even  more 
novel.  Wherever  it  is  possible  to  secure  some  original 
letter,  document;  newspaper  clipping  or  some  such  con¬ 
temporary  item  that  will  coincide  with  the  event  in 
question,  a  facsimile  of  that  item  will  be  printed  and 
inclosed  in  the  mailed  cover.  The  covers  as  well  as  the 
inclosures  will  be  designed  in  such  a  way  that  all  can 
be  appropriately  mounted  without  obscuring  any  of 
the  markings  or  reading  matter  printed  thereon.  Thus 
the  cover  will  tend  to  memmorialize  the  event;  the 
booklet  will  explain  it;  and  the  item  or  memento  will 
add  a  truly  historic  flavor.  All  research  necessary  will 
be  handled  by  a  competent  authority,  well  acquainted 
with  his  subject.  In  all  cases,  covers  will  be  mailed 
from  the  town  or  city  where  the  event  originally  took 
place.  Future  events  are  given  below.  Following  those 
mentioned,  there  will  be  one  in  August  and  three  in 
October.  More  specific  information  regarding  these 
will  be  announced  at  a  future  date.  Interested  parties 
are  invited  to  sudscribe  to  this  series.  For  each  cover 
desired  a  charge  of  10  cents  (coin)  is  made.  This  in¬ 
cludes  envelope,  inclosures  and  postage.  You  supply 
nothing  but  your  name  and  address.  Deadline  on  events 
one  week  in  advance  of  mailing  date  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

June  13,  1939  -  100th  Anniversary  of  the  First  Circuit  Court  held  in  Logan  County,  an  important 

point  on  the  Lincoln  Circuit.  Mailed  from  Lincoln,  Ill. 

June  17,  1939  -  100th  Anniversary  of  the  First  Circuit  Court  held  in  Menard  County,  an  important 
point  on  the  Lincoln  Circuit.  Mailed  from  Petersburg,  Ill. 

June  24,  1939  -  100th  Anniversary  of  Lincoln’s  appointment  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

for  the  town  of  Springfield.  Mailed  from  Springfield,  Ill. 
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